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cNational Defense 


Books and librarians, as well as school shops and teachers, must be mobilized 
to aid in training for national defense. By books I mean pamphlets, periodicals, 
trade catalogs, shop manuals and pictures, as well as books in hard covers. The 
best possible technical service from school, college and public libraries is needed 
now for the men and women who are fitting themselves to work in defense 








industries. 
J. W. SrupEBAKER 






U. 8. Commissioner of Education 
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Library Frontiers 
Radio Talk given on Women’s Program at 
Farm and Home Week 


By Mrs. H. C. HovuentTon 
February 13, 1941 

A frontier is that part of a new terri- 
tory that borders upon another country ; 
a borderline—a continuation; that por- 
tion of the country between the civilized 
and unsettled region. 

In this great day of such high-powered 
civilization, it seems queer to talk of 
frontiers. People like to think that all 
the frontiers are a thing of the past; 
and especially is it difficult to think of 
any frontiers existing in the good state 
of lowa, the richest state in all the 
Union, whose average wealth is over 
4,000; where the national average 
wealth is only a little over 2,000; 
where 96 per cent of the soil is fertile 
and cultivated; where there is the 
least illiteracy in any state in the 
Union; and where we have $37,000,000 
in our state institutions of learning; yet, 
inconsistent as it seems, we have fron- 
tiers in Iowa. We are in the Horse and 
Buggy stage when it comes to our li- 
brary facilities. We brag that the great- 
est percentage of our people can read 
and write; and yet we fail to give them 
books to read after they leave school. 
We make everything else easily avail- 
able for them; but 52 per cent of the 
population of our state is without li- 
brary service; and the largest percent- 
age of these people are in rural areas 
or very small towns. 


To be sure, a few brave, book-hungry 
souls in every community use the near- 
est library. However, this often means 
driving 20 miles and paying as much 
as $2.50 per year for a card; so you 
may guess it is only a few who do this. 
Then too, half of the libraries in Iowa 
have an income of $1,000 or less per 
year; and that isn’t nearly enough to 
adequately serve the townspeople, let 
alone trying to reach rural areas. I 
wonder why city-tax supported libraries 
should be expected to serve rural people 
anyway. We should have rural library 
service for rural people, and not have 
to expect to depend upon towns. 





We need special books for such groups 
of young people as the Future Farmers, 
and the Young Peoples’ Forums, and 
the 900 girls’ 4-H clubs in this state 
with about 15,000 girls in them, who are 
interested in homes and home furnish- 
ing; in making attractive clothes and 
learning to cook. They are also inter- 
ested in many subjects such as music, 
art, conservation, home beautification, 
safety, and health. 


What is Iowa going to do about her 
library frontier? At last we have 
wakened up. We are remembering the 
beginnings of the library movement, 
when the bill for the lowa Library Com- 
mission and Traveling Library were 
drawn up—well I remember those days 
when Judge D. Towner and my father, 
with their interested wives, would sit in 
gas-lighted, lace-curtained parlors, and 
work night after night formulating this 
bill; and they were amply repaid be- 
cause it was used for a pattern for other 
states. And then we went to sleep; and 
this last biennium, our appropriation 
for the traveling library has so dimin- 
ished that even though it is doing a 
beautiful service throughout the state, 
farm women, librarians, trustees, and 
publie-spirited friends have joined 
hands this year in asking the legislature 
to pass a bill which will give library 
facilities to the rural people. We are 
calling them distributing centers, and 
asking for $250,000 that there may be 
a regional library in every farm bureau 
district. This means $27,000 for each 
district. This money will establish one 
or more branch libraries; be supervised 
by the State Library Board through the 
office of the Librarian of the State Trav- 
eling Library. Qualified librarians 
would supervise and administer these 
branch libraries. 


These branch libraries would be run 
as the Lucas County Project, with their 
bookmobile called the Parnassus on 
wheels. This bookmobile visits more 
than 108 schools and more than 20 other 
places in the country every month. The 
children have had a penny drive to help 
pay for the bus and some children’s 
books to put on it. Of course the money 

















meant very little so far as paying for 
the bus is concerned; but I think that 
the fact that they gave about 7,000 pen- 
nies showed their very keen interest. 
This library was sponsored by a Citi- 
zen’s Library Committee, the Chariton 
Library Board being one of the chief 
sponsors. WPA furnished the services 
of the trained librarian, several thou- 
sand new books and a bookmobile. The 
Citizens’ Library Committee pays for 
the upkeep on the bookmobile. I envy 
the librarian who is driving that book- 
mobile, for the children give her such 
a royal welcome wherever she goes. 
Their appreciation is very beautiful. 
Remember, you never have a hankering 
after anything until you have a taste 
of it. And now those people in Lucas 
County, Cerro Gordo County, Dubuque, 
Page and Hardin counties, will never 
be satisfied without the library service 
which the county is making possible. 


Our Rural Library Extension Act be- 
fore the legislature would serve exactly 
the same purpose as these county libra- 
ries except in larger areas. We, who 
are interested in working for the Iowa 
Library Association want to express our 
deep appreciation to the Farm Bureau 
for passing the Resolution in Des Moines 
in January, which showed your faith in 
the rural library movement. The need 
which is felt by you rural women must 
be expressed by you. You are to make 
that hunger for books articulate so that 
the legislature will know that it is your 
request, and nothing that is being forced 
upon you by other people. 

The situation is exactly as it- was 40 
years ago when the Carnegie libraries 
came to our cities and smaller towns. 
There are 252 publie libraries and 119 
association libraries in our state. So 
that frontier was torn down. But the 
rural people were neglected in the pic- 
ture, so we have that hurdle to jump 
over. I have a feeling that this is the 
year when our library bills will be 
passed. One philosopher said: ‘‘There 
are two great wonders of the world; one 
is the coming of Spring; and the other 
is the way women get their way.’’ We 
are about to face both of these phenom- 





enons. Let’s not allow the former to 
be true without the latter taking real 
form in the passage of our pending leg- 
islation. 

But always remember if there is 
apathy among the legislators, it is due 
to apathy among their constituents. A 
legislator pays the most attention to the 
visits, letters, and telegrams of his home 
folks. Please leave no stone unturned. 
Write the chairman of our library com- 
mittee in the house and the senate, and 
let it be said by them as it was said by 
the Governor 30 years ago when the 
women asked for the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation Bill to be passed—he smiled and 
retorted: ‘‘Well, if 3,000 women can 
agree upon any one thing, let’s give it 
to them.’’ There are 650,000 homemak- 
ers in the state of Iowa; surely no legis- 
lator can say ‘‘No’’ to us if we let them 
know our wishes. 

They are burning books in Europe; 
in fact Wendell Willkie spoke bitterly 
when he viewed the fire-blackened ruins 
in London’s ancient city where he was 
told that 3,000,000 books had been 
burned: ‘‘I thought that the burning 
of Pater Noster Row, the street where 
books were published, rather symbolic. 
They destroyed the place where the 
truth is told.’’ And it is true—when 
man ceases reading books, the voice of 
reason is silenced, and you might as 
well blow out the light and fight it out 
with tanks and bombs in the dark. 

Let us in America have books, instead 
of bombs. Hand in hand, go Demoe- 
racy and Edueation. Edueation either 
exists or we go back to the days of bar- 
barism. We have to read of the past 
in order to understand the present; and 
in some way predict the future. 

Books are the best friends we have. 
They cannot talk back. They never tell 
our secrets and they never die. They 
broaden our vision; widen our horizons; 
and give us a perspective that makes 
mountains come down to mole hills; and 
they give us a philosophy for victorious 
living. 

Those of you who love a library, will 
like this definition of Emerson’s: ‘‘A 
library is a collection of the best that 








has been said, and thought, by the wis- 
est and wittiest men of all civilized coun- 
tries for the last 2,000 years. Here are 
the results of their living set in order. 
When these men lived, they were solitary, 
shy, irritable at interruption and fenced 
in by etiquette. Even the secrets of 
their hearts which they did not uncover 
to their bosom friends are here in trans- 
parent words for us, the strangers of 
another age.’’ 


We have pride in our town libraries; 
and we are asking for another bill which 
is permissive legislation asking for the 
millage tax to be raised from 114 mills 
to 2 mills, as an appropriation allowed 
by law. Many communities would be 
more generous with their libraries if it 
were permitted legally. So encourage 
your legislators to vote for the tax levy 
bill. 


We are happy to quote to you a letter 
addressed to the chairman of our legis- 
lative committee, written by Governor 
Wilson, in which he says: 

**T want to congratulate you and the 
Iowa Library Associaiion for your ex- 
cellent attention to this movement in 
extending the availability of libraries 
to all persons, and to assure you of my 
cooperation to this end.’’ 

My dear Homemakers, if we are in 
earnest about this; if it is our deep pur- 
pose to pass these bills, the rural exten- 
sion library bill, the tax levy bill, then 
let’s join hands and see that it is done. 
I put nothing beyond you. But remem- 
ber, “‘If you don’t toot your own horn, 
it will not be ‘tut’.’’ I guarantee in 
this war-torn world it will give you real 
satisfaction and pleasure to be working 
for such a constructive measure that will 
bring happiness to every member of 
your family. It is the mother’s busi- 
ness to keep the morale high in the 
home. A psychologist has said: ‘‘Tell 
me what you do at 7:00 o’clock in the 
evening, when the dishes are done and 
leisure time is yours, and I will tell you 
what kind of a person you are.’’ Is it 
possible for each and every member of 
your family to reach for an interesting 
book at that time? Sitting around the 
fire these long evenings, reading, and 





discussing current events and the books 
we are reading, is Democracy at work. 
Time-saving devices have given us more 
leisure time than we have ever had in 
our lives. Let’s not throw it away. 
Let’s use it to build finer, truer person- 
alities, through our great understanding 
of the world as it was, our problems of 
today, and our dreams of the future. 
Read, think, and discuss. Then we shall 
have no fear for the wave of the future 
in America. 

Iowa, let’s not be satisfied to be first 
in hogs, and corn, and horses, and oats, 
and poultry, and literacy. Let’s be first 
in the number of people that have li- 
brary facilities and are using them. The 
majority of the leaders in America to- 
day started their lives on the farm. If 
ever we needed intelligent, consecrated 
leadership, it is today. Those leaders 
of tomorrow are living on our farms 
today. 

Let’s give them the best education we 
know how. This not only means text- 
book learning, but supplementary read- 
ing that will encourage observation, con- 
centration, memorizing, reasoning, imag- 
ining, wondering, creating, and a finer 
understanding of what this ‘‘Govern- 
ment of the people, for the people, and 
by the people’’ means, ‘‘that it shall not 
perish from the earth.’’ Books will 
light the lamp of learning, the lamp of 
charity, the lamp of tolerance, the lamp 
of fairness and the lamp of righteous- 
ness. . 

Those boys in Flanders Field said, 
‘“‘To you with failing hands, we throw 
the torch. Be it yours to carry it high.’”’ 

Let’s make of that torch a lamp, which 
will never flicker in the winds of dis- 
trust and which will never go out be- 
cause of our lack of courage and vision; 
and let us make the color of this lamp 
“*green,’’ which will say unto all our 
people in our great state: ‘‘Let’s go 
and have books for all of Towa.’’ 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The index to volume 13 of the Jowa 
Library Quarterly is not ready for dis- 
tribution. It will be mailed with the 
next number of the Quarterly. 











For the Asking 

Woman suffrage and polities; the 
inner story of the suffrage movement 
(Seribner, 1923) by Mrs. Carrie Chap- 
man Catt and Nettie R. Shuler is avail- 
able to the first libraries requesting 
copies. 

Mrs. Catt demonstrated her interest 
in lowa by writing to Mrs. Mary Hunter 
suggesting that some of the copies now 
stored at headquarters be made available 
to Iowa libraries. One entire chapter 
of the book is devoted to Iowa and makes 
this out-of-print book a desirable item 
for libraries in our state. Since most 
of the larger libraries and college and 
university libraries have copies, this is 
an opportunity for some of the smaller 
libraries to pick up a book that will be 
valuable. Write to Mrs. Mary Hunter, 
Brown Hotel, Des Moines, and request 
that your library be placed on the list 
of those fortunate enough to receive 
copies. 


Executive Board Meeting 

Iey highways reduced the attendance 
at the Executive Board Meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association held in Des 
Moines, December 12. There were, how- 
ever, 14 brave people who responded to 
the summons. 

The Board went on record as approv- 
ing the resolution of the Trustees’ sec- 
tion, to endorse raising the tax millage 
for public libraries from 144 mills to 
2 mills. Also, to favor the bill for cer- 
tification of librarians as soon as it seems 
wise to introduce it. The phrasing of 
the rural library bill was left to the 
discretion of Miss Anders and Mrs. 
Houghton. 

The schedule for district library meet- 
ings was adopted. (This appears else- 
where in this issue.) 

The discussion of the date for the I. 
L. A. state meeting resulted in reaffirma- 
tion of the date, September 7 to 9, at 
Ames, with a pre-conference on chil- 
dren’s work, September 6 and 7. Mary 
Reed reported that college librarians 
would also hold a pre-conference meet- 
ing September 6 and 7. The appoint- 
ment of the following committees was 
ratified : 


Legislation 


Mae Anders, Chairman 


Extension 
Helen Rex, Marshalltown, Chairman 
District 1—Blanche Stewart, Waterloo 
District 2—Lydia Margaret Barrette, 
Mason City 
District 3—Mrs. Violet Hornseth, Spirit 
Lake 
District 4—Mildred Pike, Sioux City 
District 5—Marjorie Donaldson, Ames 
District 6—Edna Giesler, Davenport 
District 7—Bess Blood, Keokuk 
Lelia Wilson, Fairfield, 
Co-chairmen 
District 8—Inez Smith, Indianola 
Winnifred Wennerstrum, 
Chariton, Co-chairman 
District 9—Eva Canon, Council Bluffs 


Certification 
Blanche A. Smith, Chairman 
Jean Evans, Des Moines 
Alice Story, Cedar Rapids 


Reference Books 
Blanche A, Smith, Chairman 
Letha Davidson, Ames 
Aleta Malmberg, Iowa City 
Marian Young, Des Moines 
A. J. Steffy (Depart. of Public Instruction) 


Annuities and Pensions 
Mrs. F. W. Weitz, Des Moines, Chairman 
Miriam Le Compte, Corydon 
Mary F. Parmelee, Fort Dodge 


Membership 
Arlene Wehman, Burlington, Chairman 
Grace Hanson, Odebolt 
Edna Vanek, Davenport 


Publicity 
Mrs, Esther Hughes, Des Moines, Chairman 
Blanche Maytag, Newton 
Grace Bolton, Nashua 
Marjorie Owen, Mason City 
Lucile Peterson, Estherville 
Sadie Stevens, Carroll 
Dorothea Fox, Cedar Rapids 
Irma Hopley, Fort Madison 
Mrs, J. B. Bunker, Knoxville 
Mrs. Anna Mickelwait, Glenwood 


Exhibits 
Helen Hurlbutt, Ames, Iowa State College 


Friends of Libraries 
Mrs. Frances Turner, Corning, Chairman 
Edna Giesler, Davenport, Co-chairman 


Nominating Committee 
Lelia Wilson, Fairfield, Chairman 
Ida Clack, Clear Lake 
Mary Brown Humphreys, Iowa City 


Sectional Meetings 
Children’s 
Marian Young, Des Moines, Chairman 
Avis Gregory, Mason City 
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Blanche Alden, Shenandoah 
Jeanette Winters, Red Oak 
Helen Montague, Council Bluffs 
School Librarian 
Clara Evelyn Campbell, Cedar Falls 
State Teachers College 
Florence Butler, Sioux City, ex. officio 
member 
School Librarians (including Junior college) 
Emily L. Mayne, Osceola 
College Librarians 
Mary Reed, Central College 
Reference 
Mrs. Miriam Garner, State Traveling 
Library 
Publie Libraries 
Alice Story, Cedar Rapids 


Lucas County Library Project Has a 
Birthday 

There was a birthday party at Chari- 
ton, February 26, attended by 100 peo- 
ple, some of them traveling almost 100 
miles to get there. Dinner was served 
in the Presbyterian Church, and the 
evening devoted to consideration of thé 
important subject of books and their 
place in modern life. Mrs. Raymond 
Sayre told her convictions concerning 
the necessity of providing rural people 
with books, ‘‘at a time like this when 
interest in defense threatens the curtail- 
ment of important intangible things that 
add richness and dignity to life.’’ She 
related some of her experiences in con- 
tacting legislators in the interest of 
H. F. 165. Some of the arguments that 
have been made against the bill are: 
(1) Rural people aren’t reading what 
they have. ‘‘Why don’t they take out 
eards at the nearest library if they want 
to read?’’. (2) The plan will cost too 
much. 

Taxation, according to Mrs. Sayre, is 
taking money from one person’s pocket 
to put it into another pocket. The rural 
people have had taxes levied on them, 
but have not been articulate enough to 
make demands for things that will add 
richness to their own lives. It’s time 
now for them to become insistent in 
demanding library service. Lucas county 
with its 3,000 per month circulation of 
books from the bookmobile is an answer 
to the question, ‘‘do rural people want 
to read?’’ 

Everyone present at the birthday din- 





ner was impressed with the deep interest 
of the people of the country who have 
made this demonstration a success and 
are not willing to have it discontinued. 
Representative Poston of Wayne county 
was present and asked to speak a word 
for the legislators. He agreed with Mrs. 
Sayre that economy is the watchword of 
this session, and that it will probably 
be necessary to reduce the number of 
branches for which appropriations may 
be made, but he assured all present that 
the people of lowa are getting what 
most of them demand, and if enough 
people demand rural library service, it 
will become a reality. If H. F. 165 does 
not pass, it will not be the fault of the 
legislators, but of the people of Lowa. 

Out of town guests who attended the 
dinner were: Jeanne Lewis, state WPA 
library supervisor; Mrs. Grace Curtis, 
south central lowa WPA area super- 
visor; Blanche Smith, of the state trav- 
eling library; Mae Anders, state chair- 
man of the Lowa library legislative com- 
mittee; Helen Rex, librarian at Mar- 
shalltown; Marian C. Young, Des Moines 
librarian; Mrs. Eleanor McKee, home 
demonstration agent of Ames; Eugene 
Poston, representative from Wayne 
county; Leo A. Hoegh, Lucas county 
representative; Mrs. Laura Dunean, 
Albian librarian; Mrs. Ruth Hollings- 
head, and E. C. Sloan, of the Albia 
Library Board. 


Officers for the Citizens Library Com- 
mittee were elected: Chester Shirer, 
president ; Agnes Bevard, vice president ; 
and Mrs. L. C. Brownlee, secretary- 
treasurer. 

In giving her report for the year’s 
work, Florence Noble, supervisor of the 
Lueas county bookmobile service said 
that the original aims of the project 
were: First, to prove that rural people, 
if given a chance, do want to read good 
books. Second, to prove that large col- 
lections of books distributed by a book- 
mobile are better than the maintenance 
of small and inadequate library units in 
each locality. The 38,000 books bor- 
rowed by 2,155 people of Lucas county 
prove that rural people do want to read 
good books, and will, if given a chance. 
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The bookmobile has made 158 trips, 
making 1,556 stops in front of school 
houses, stores, filling stations, and post 
offices, all these being points for distri- 
bution of books to the communities. 


Attention: Children’s and School 
Librarians! 

Pre-conference discussions on library 
work with children and young people 
are to be held at the Ames Public Li- 
brary Saturday and Sunday, September 
6 and 7. We hope to have as leaders 
for our meetings several experienced 
children’s librarians who will point to- 
ward solutions of our common problems. 

The committee wants to make the 
meetings as worthwhile and as practical 
as possible. We will welcome any sug- 
gestions as to type of program or topics 
to discuss. 

We hope that many of the librarians 
in the state will want to help us plan 
the meetings. Please send suggestions 
to me as soon as possible, so that we can 
build our program. 

Marian ©. YouneG, Chairman 

Children’s and School Librarians’ Committee 


Iowa Library Association 
District Library Meetings 
1941 
Southeast District 
Washington, April 23 
Hostess—Mrs. Grace Stephen and 
Board of Trustees 
Chairman—Mrs. Ruth Hollingshead, 
Albia Library Board 
Central District 
Newton, April 24 
Hostess—Blanche Maytag and Board 
of Trustees 
Chairman—Ruth Dyer, Indianola 
Northeast District 
Mason City, April 25 
Hostess—Lydia Margaret Barrette 
and Board of Trustees 
Chairman—Mary E. Kingsbury, 
Hampton 
Northwest District 
Carroll, April 29 
Hostess—Sadie Stevens and Board of 
Trustees 





Chairman—Mrs. Martha K. Haas, 

Emmetsburg 
Southwest District 

Creston, April 30 

Hostess—Bella Alderson and Board 
of Trustees 

Chairman—Mrs. Jennie Gottsch, 
Shenandoah Library Board 


Library Courses at Iowa State 
Teachers College 

Three courses in library science will 
be offered during the 1941 summer ses- 
sion at lowa State Teachers College. 
They are: 

School Library Administration — 2 
hours. Planning and equipping a school 
library; the techniques of reference 
work; teaching the use of the school 
library ; the routine of circulating books. 
Open to juniors and seniors. 

School Library Book Selection — 2 
hours. A comprehensive view of the 
books and magazines available for boys 
and girls from the nursery through the 
high school. The basic interests of chil- 
dren of different ages. Book selection 
aids and tools, routine of acquisition, 
annotations, and reading promotion. 
Open to juniors and seniors. 

Techniques for School Iibrarians—2 
hours. Classification, cataloging, and 
related technical and mechanical proc- 
esses are presented from the standpoint 
of the needs of the teacher-librarian. 
Open to juniors and seniors. 


Summer Library School at 8. U. I. 

Again we announce that the ‘‘School’’ 
(officially, ‘‘Summer Courses in Library 
Training’’) is resuming after a three- 
years’ interval. Plans are developing, 
inquiries from librarians and prospective 
librarians are received daily in Miss 
Felsenthal’s office, the faculty is com- 
plete, the Library Training Bulletin is 
in press, and fifty or more students are 
expected to register for the courses. 

The session will be eight weeks in 
length this year, the same as in other 
University departments, and the dates 
are June 9 to August 1, with registra- 
tion on Saturday, June 7. 

There will be new faces among the 





faculty. Blanche A. Smith of the Trav- 
eling Library will be Miss Robinson’s 
successor in the School, assuming re- 
sponsibility for a large part of the Ad- 
ministration course. Gladys Pratt is 
returning from Massachusetts, where she 
is librarian of the State Normal School, 
to teach Cataloging and Classification. 
Quite a number of Iowa librarians had 
their training in these subjects from 
Miss Pratt when she taught in the School 
some years ago. She will take Mrs. Roe’s 
place for this one year, while Mrs. Roe 
has less responsibility as reviser. 

The new instructor in Book selection 
and Reference is a former member of 
the University library staff, Margaret 
Schindler, now reference librarian at 
Goucher College in Baltimore. Louise 
Rees, librarian of a large high school 
library in Chicago, will teach the two 
courses in Children’s work and School 
libraries, and Louise Anthony, also high 
school librarian from Illino.., ..... ve the 
second reviser. Emma Felsenthal con- 
tinues as Acting Director and will share 
also in the teaching of two courses, Ad- 
ministration and Reference. 

Full work consists of six courses. The 
course in School library service is 
planned to meet the needs primarily of 
teacher-librarians, while the Library 
administration course covers the prob- 
lems of public and college libraries. 
Book selection, Library work with chil- 
dren, and Reference work are of value 
to teachers and to students in general 
as well as to librarians. The technical 
courses, Cataloging and Classification, 
are, of course, essential to every libra- 
rian and library assistant. 

Requests for the Bulletin and inquiries 
concerning the work of the school should 
be addressed to Miss Felsenthal, Library 
Annex, State University of Iowa, Iowa 
City. 


Book Selection Project 
An interesting project in book selec- 
tion for the high school library has been 
earried on by a class in Senior English 
in the Thomas Jefferson High School, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa under the joint di- 
rection of the school librarian, Evelyn 


Bergan, and the classroom teacher, Clara 
Louise Gathmann. The amount of 
twenty-five dollars was allowed for the 
project, the amount being taken from 
the high school library book budget. 

The project was opened with exten- 
Sive reading on part of the students of 
material dealing with proper evaluation 
of various types of books according to 
subject classification. Such books as 
Helen Haines’ Living with Books and 
Mrs. May Lamberton Becker’s Adven- 
tures in Reading were read with great 
interest. This reading was followed by 
the introduction of the class to such 
book reviewing magazines as the Satur- 
day Review of LIsterature, American 
Library Association Book List, The Book 
Review Digest, The New York Herald 
Tribune Books, and the book review sec- 
tions of such magazines as the Atlantic 
Monthly, Harpers, Time, and the New 
York Times. 

After the student has become ac- 
quainted with the above named maga- 
zines, actual reviewing of books from 
these magazines was then the next step. 
Each student selected three or four 
books which interested him most in his 
reading of reviews and reviewed these 
books in several different magazines. He 
then compiled his information on mime- 
ographed forms giving the classification 
of the book, the author, publisher, date, 
price, and the name of the magazines 
in which the book was reviewed. On 
this form he also made a short annota- 
tion of the book. 


The class was then divided into groups 
according to subject such as history, 
travel, biography, literature, fiction, use- 
ful arts, fine arts and science. Each 
group made a detailed study of the in- 
formation forms submitted, rechecked 
the reviews and by the discussion method 
began to make discriminations leading 
to their final selections. The books se- 
lected by the various groups were pre- 
sented to the entire class, freely dis- 
cussed by the class and a final selective 
vote was taken. 

The aim of the entire project was to 
create a feeling of cooperation between 
the student and the library by giving 
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the students a share in the responsibility 
of book selection. In addition to this, 
the students also learned more about 
judging a good book and became fa- 
miliar with book reviewing magazines. 
EVELYN BERGAN 
Ciara Louise GATHMANN 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
Council Bluffs 


Libraries and Democracy 
By Atice M. FarQquHar 
Chairman, A. L. A. Adult Education Board 


Presented at the A. L. A. Council Meeting, 
Mid-winter Conference, Chicago 
December 29, 1940 

‘*Suceess in any democratic under- 
taking must proceed from the individual. 
It is possible only where the process of 
perfecting the individual is pursued.”’ 
The Adult Education Board believes 
with Justice Brandeis that democracy 
is a personal way of life and that na- 
tional democracy is the sum total of all 
our personal lives. 

We recognize that in the emergency 
defense program there are three fronts 
—military, economic, and moral—but we 
feel that it is on the moral front that the 
library must play the biggest part. For 
adequate military or economic defense 
will be useless without a strong moral 
defense. Someone has said that armies 
fight as the people think. We must 
guide the people in their thinking. 
Harry Gideonse warns us that it is 
heresy to think that if we take care of 
the economic things of life, everything 
else will take care of itself. De Toeque- 
ville warned us one hundred years ago 
that we must be more concerned with 
the spiritual man in a democracy than 
in any other form of government. If 
each one of us is living the kind of per- 
sonal life a democracy calls for, we will 
automatically be prepared for any 
emergency. 

Now the kind of individual we need 
in a democracy is one who has faith in 
the ordinary man, who believes in lib- 
erty, equality, and justice to the extent 
of practicing them. He is honest and 
kind on Monday as well as on Sunday; 
he is tolerant and sincere in his relations 
with other people; he is flexible in ad- 
justing himself to changing times and 



































in working with others; he is informed 
on national problems and ideals; he 
meets propaganda with information and 
understanding instead of fear and 
ignorance; and he has what Somerset 
Maugham called recently the ‘‘hum- 
drum compliment of everyday virtues.”’ 
He is one who understands and esteems 
our democratic heritage. 

We have no illusions as to the diffi- 
culty of the task of building up such a 
citizenry nor as to the length of time 
that it will take. But neither have we 
any illusions about our great responsi- 
bility and opportunity, which we share 
with the church, the school, and the 
home. 

The job seems to me to be one of 
stressing values and duties. The first 
task will be to overcome indifference and 
stimulate interest in democracy. We 
must convert those people in the United 
States who now prefer some form of 
totalitarianism to democracy. We must 
rouse the great majority who have taken 
their democracy for granted and for- 
gotten that it is something which must 
be re-won in every generation. We 
must show the people in this country 
who no longer believe in individual free- 
dom that they are wrong. We must 
show people what life will be like if they 
lose democracy. 

After people become interested, the 
next task is one of education as to the 
real meaning of democracy — showing 
that democracy is not something remote, 
going on in Springfield or Washington, 
but something that has to do with our 
actions every day. This education may 
take the form of help in combating 
propaganda against democracy. It may 
well include calling attention to the dan- 
gers which threaten democracy from 
without or within, as our new list tries 
to do. It should certainly include edu- 
cation in social understanding and the 
fine art of living together. 

The French historian Guizot once 
asked James Russell Lowell how long 
American democracy would last, and 
Lowell replied, ‘‘ As long as the ideas of 
the forefathers continue to dominate.’’ 
We must teach these basic ideas—justice, 
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truth, worth of the individual, dignity 
of labor, civil liberty, cooperation. We 
cannot do this by lists alone. We have 
made some good ones and distributed 
them by the thousands but compara- 
tively few read the books recommended. 
Our job is only half done. A good list 
must be dramatized, as Bernays says, 
“massaged into the consciousness of the 
people.” This will require ingenuity, 
imagination, and an eye for the dra- 
matic. It will mean constant repetition 
of the democracy theme in every form 
of publicity. 

This process of creating personal 
democracy seems to me to be especially 
a job for the public library. Because 
of the immediacy of the crisis, it is a 
job of adult education. It is not a task 
that can be done by one individual or 
by one department. It will require the 
united and best effort of all library de- 
partments and staff members. It is a 
challenge that will mean learning new 
techniques and using new materials. But 
it is a challenge that we must meet if 
our American way of life is to endure. 


Iowa Information 


The Clearing House Committee for 
Iowa Publications, with Mrs. Margaret 
Baller as chairman, submits the follow- 
ing list of publications pertaining to 
Iowa. It is the hope of the committee 
that such lists published in the Quarterly 
may help librarians to locate material of 
general interest throughout the state. 


Books 


Gravel, Fern. ‘‘Oh Millersville.’’ Prairie 
Press, Muscatine, Iowa, 1941. $2.00. 

Hills, The Reverend Leon C. ‘‘ History and 
legends of place names in Iowa.’’ Rev. for 
use in publie schools. Apply to author, Coun- 
efl Bluffs, Iowa, 1938. $0.50. 


Periodicals 

Iowa business digest (monthly). Iowa State 
University, Bureau of business research, Lowa 
City. 

Iowa employment survey (monthly). Iowa 
bureau of labor, Des Moines. 

Iowa farm economist and farm outlook (month- 
ly). Iowa State College, Ames. 

Iowa sportsman (monthly). Marshalltown. 
$1.00. 

Outdoor Iowa (monthly). Iowa state conserva- 
tion commission, Des Moines. 

Social welfare in Iowa (monthly). Iowa de- 
partment social welfare, Des Moines. 


Pamphlets 

Brown, P. E. ‘‘Soils of Iowa.’’ Iowa Agr. 
Exp. Station and Extension Service, Pub. 83, 
Ames, 1936. $0.50, 

‘*Greetings. The state of Iowa welcomes you.’’ 
(Tourist guidebook), compiled by David K. 
Brown, Supt. of printing, Des Moines, 1940. 

Hicks, Ellis A. and Hendrickson, G. O. ‘‘ Fur- 
bearer and game mammals in Iowa.’’ lowa 
State College, Bulletin P3 (n. s.), Ames. 

‘*Home storage of vegetables.’’ Iowa Agr. 
Exp. Station and Extension Service, Pub. 
E249, Ames. $0.02, 

Iowa 1940 highway map, Scale 1 inch—12 miles, 
Iowa state highway commission, 1940, Ames, 

‘*Towa trees in winter.’’ Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta- 
tion and Extension Service, Pub. E246, Ames, 
$0.08. 

‘*Nesting birds of Iowa.’’ Iowa Agr. Exp. 
Station and Extension Service, Pub. E247, 
Ames. $0.10. 

Paddock, F. B. ‘‘Wintering bees in Iowa.’’ 
Iowa State College Ext. cireular 141, rev. 
June, 1936, Ames. 

Scott, T. G. and Hendrickson, G. O. ‘‘ Upland 
game birds in Iowa.’’ Iowa State College 
Ext. cireular 141, rev. June, 1936, Ames. 

Soth, L. K. ‘‘Agrieultural economic facts 
basebook of Iowa.’’ Iowa Agr. Exp. Sta- 
tion and Extension Service, Pub. 81, Ames, 
1936. $0.30. 

Winterstein, W. A. ‘‘Iowa school facts, a 
summary of information about Iowa’s public 
schools.’” Iowa department of public in- 
struction, circular No. 3901, April, 1939, Des 
Moines. 


The Freedom of the Books 
(From a leaflet issued by the British National 
Book Council) 

For many centuries now the English- 
man has enjoyed perfect freedom in the 
reading of any kind of literature. He 
cherishes his private life as more pre- 
cious to him than anything else that he 
has. He may not be very well educated, 
for general education in England still 
leaves a great deal to be desired ; he may 
be very busy, or say that he is; he may 
prefer many other things to reading, 
but at least he stands there knowing that 
he is a citizen of a country that esti- 
mates him highly enough to encourage 
him to read whatever he will. . . . The 
burning of books is a symbol, and it is 
a symbol that proves its own truth. For, 
when the fire has died down, the books 
are still there. A book rises, like a 
Phoenix, from its own ashes. So soon 
as you burn a book you show that you 
consider the book important enough for 
its burning. . . . So the freedom of books 











r is indestructible, and the men and 
3, women of our country, with all their 
i faults and lacks, are made of this free- 
< dom. That trust in their independence 
0. is their right, won through years of con- 
r @ flict, and never, never again, to any 
a7 power on this earth will they surren- 
- der it. —Hven WALPOLE 
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Defense Area Library Needs 


“ John W. Studebaker, U. 8S. Commis- 
A sioner of Education, today announced 
“ the appointment of an Advisory Com- 
. mittee to the U. S. Office of Education 
, on Public Library Service. 
4 Members of the committee will serve 
: as counselors to the Library Service 
. Division, U. 8S. Office of Education, in 
d an intensive study now being made of 
e public library resourees and needs in 
s ' defense areas. 
. The national leaders in the library 
. field also will interpret findings of the 
study and will offer recommendations. 
Those who have accepted appointment 
: to the committee include: 
: Charles H. Brown, Librarian, Iowa 
: State College, Ames, Iowa. 
. Essae M. Culver, Louisiana Library 
Commission, Baton Rouge, La. 
| 3 Carleton B. Joeckel, Graduate Library 
: School, University of Chicago, Chicago, 
_ Ill. 
_ Archibald MacLeish, Librarian of 
| “ Congress, Washington, D. C. 
a Carl H. Milam, Executive Secretary, 
American Library Association, Chicago, 
Til. 
. Mary U. Rothrock, Librarian, Tennes- 
z see Valley Authority, Knoxville, Tenn. 
y Forrest Spaulding, Librarian, Des 
7 Moines Public Library, Des Moines, 
Towa. 


Carl Vitz, Librarian, Minneapolis 
Public Library, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Commissioner Studebaker today told 
of the increasing demands for public 
library service traceable to the national 
defense program. He said, ‘‘ Requests 
for books on technical subjects are reach- 
ing librarians from defense workers and 
others preparing themselves for defense 
occupations in every state. Concentra- 
tion of the population in military and 
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industrial defense areas is bringing new 
and greater demands for library service. 
Librarians need every possible assistance 
in trying to solve these and other im- 
mediate problems. The committee of 
library specialists just named will help 
the U. S. Office of Education to decide 
priority needs of public libraries at this 
time, based upon the study being made 
by our Library Service Division, and 
will offer recommendatons to meet these 
needs.’’ 

The Library Service Division of the 
U.S. Office of Education was established 
by Congress in 1936 as the Federal 
Agency responsible for assisting in the 
development of school, public, and other 
library services throughout the country. 
At the time Commissioner Studebaker 
said, ‘*“This new library division should 
be of great service to students, educea- 
tors, librarians and citizens in general.”’ 
During the past three years this Divi- 
sion has promoted library service 
through research, publications, and ac- 
tive cooperation with school, public, and 
college libraries. 

Miss Julia Wright Merrill, Chief, 
Public Library Division, American Li- 
brary Association, has been assigned by 
this Association to assist the Library 
Service Division in its defense area 
library survey. Results of the survey 
will be ready for consideration by the 
Office of Education’s newly appointed 
Advisory Committee on Public Library 
Service early in March. 

February 25, 1941 


Junior Members Activities 

Junior Members activity during Janu- 
ary and February has been directed to 
supporting the state rural library exten- 
sion bill. Miss Anders’ suggestion of 
circulating petitions among rural resi- 
dents has been followed in some parts of 
the state. In other parts, letters have 
been written to people in rural com- 
munities, explaining to them the nature 
of the bill and urging them to voice a 
favorable opinion on it to their repre- 
sentatives. 

The Sioux City Public Library reports 
three new Junior Members: 
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Louise Ashford 

Mary Alice Magaw 

Frances Carleton 

Iowa Junior Members are proud that 

one of their group, Fred Folmer, Super- 
visor of Departmental Libraries, at the 
State University of Iowa, presented a 
paper dealing with departmental li- 
braries at the Mid-winter Conference of 
A. L. A. 


Certification Board 
Library certificates have been granted 
to the following people: 


A certificates to: 
Haymoff, Eleanor Inness, Des Moines 
Irvine, Mrs. Mary S., Davenport 
Mahon, Eva Mary, Clinton 
Marvin, Marion Ruth, Waterloo 
Noble, Florence E., Chariton 
Poppey, Mrs. Louis, Waterloo 
Western, Dorothea, Maywood, III. 
Winters, Jeannette E., Red Oak 
Young, Marian C., Des Moines 


B certificates to: 
Anderson, Elizabeth, Mason City 
Coffin, Edna G., Laurens 
Dodds, Grace Jane, Forest City 
Dyer, Ruth, Indianola 
Eastman, Lois Wood, Des Moines 
Hage, Elizabeth B., Des Moines 
Heer, Marguerite Maud, Dubuque 
Meyer, Adele M., Cherokee 
Ogden, Betty, Des Moines 
Reu, Elizabeth, Dubuque 
Slevkin, Irene, Dubuque 


C certificates to: 
Brinkman, Geraldine M., Waterloo 
Dawson, Sarah E., Des Moines 
Heles, Bernice M., Dubuque 
Kelley, Eleanor Joan, Waterloo 
Kingsley, Cecelia M., Des Moines 
Linehan, Mary E., Dubuque 
Marquis, Mary, Des Moines 
Moroney, Genevieve H., Des Moines 
Nagel, Irene Elizabeth, Fort Madison 
Ott, Virginia Hall, Des Moines 
Riggs, Mary R., Des Moines 
Sloan, Mrs. Edna Chapman, Terrill 
Steffen, Mrs. Anna K., Des Moines 
Walton, Zenobia, Sibley 
Wood, Mrs. Marion C., Des Moines 
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D certificates to: 
Hartigan, Margaret Gene, Mason City 
Lease, Celia M., Fort Madison 


‘*Wonderful Libraries’’ 

Libraries—particularly the Widener 
Library at Harvard—came in for an 
interesting comment by Dr. Gaetano 
Salvemini during the ‘‘I’m an Ameri- 
ean!’’ broadcast of January 5, 1941. 
Interviewed by Henry Nicolls of the 
Boston Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Dr. Salvemini, Italian-born his- 
torian, lecturer, and writer, revealed 
that on his previous lecture tour to the 
United States, ‘‘I learned little of 
America except her telephone poles, 
which I saw from the train, and her lee- 
ture halls... . But in 1930 when I was 
invited to become a visiting professor 
at Harvard, my eyes were opened to 
new wonders of America.’’ 

To Mr. Nicolls’ question: ‘‘ Well, Dr. 
Salvemini, coming from the center of 
the Old World’s culture, what did you 
find at our American universities that 
you don’t have in Europe?’’ Dr. Sal- 
vemini replied: ‘‘Libraries—your won- 
derful libraries!’’ 

To Mr. Nicolls’ reminder that 
‘Europe has some of the most marvel- 
lous libraries in the world. . . . There’s 
the Sorbonne of Paris, and in Italy, the 
libraries at Pisa and the University of 


Florence,’’ Dr. Salvemini exclaimed: ~ 


‘*But for one who must work there! 
Sometimes a person must wait hours and 
hours, even days, and sometimes he 
never gets the books he wants. Work- 
ing at the Widener Library at Harvard 
was a new and such a happy experience! 
In this country, libraries are made for 
the public and not for librarians. They 
are one of the finest flowers of American 
civilization.’’ 

**I’m an American!’’ is sponsored by 
the Department of Justice of the United 
States in cooperation with the National 
Broadcasting Company, and is presented 
‘‘for all Americans—from Plymouth 
Rock to Ellis Island!’’ every Sunday 
over the Blue Network, 12:15 to 12:30 


p. m. E. S. T. 
—From Wilson Bulletin 
February, 1941 
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Iowa, at Mid-Winter Meeting 

Mrs. H. C. Houghton, and Mrs. Neal 
Hammer attended the mid-winter meet- 
ing in Chicago. Mrs. Houghton was one 
of three trustees who spoke on ‘‘ what a 
trustee expects of her librarian.’’ It was 
decided that a desirable librarian has 
a desire to serve, loves books, and is 
interested in people; that she must be 
a good executive, an efficient administra- 
tor, and a tactful diplomat. She must 
be willing to go the second mile, and 
serve the community continually. The 
word librarian should be synonymous 
with the word scholar. Anyone not a 
real book lover should be discouraged 
from entering the profession. 

Mrs. Hammer is serving on the A. L. 
A. Membership Committee, and Mrs. 
Houghton is second vice president of the 
Trustees group. 


Personals 
Betty Bishard, of Des Moines, has 


been appointed assistant in the State 
Law Library. 

Bonita Damman, former high school 
librarian at Ames High School, is libra- 
rian for Itasea Junior College and 
Greenway High School at Coleraine, 
Minnesota. She also supervises five 
town and rural libraries in the district. 
Miss Damman received her B.S. in li- 
brary science at Denver in 1939. 

Vera M. Dixon, a member of the staff 
of the University of Oklahoma Library 
School, spent the Christmas holidays 
with her mother, Mrs. Mary Dixon, and 
her sister, Mrs. Sydney MeMullen, of 
Des Moines. 

Corrine Gleason, assistant in the Car- 
roll Public Library, was married to 
Alfred H. Gute, December 26, 1940. 
They will live in Odebolt. 

Martha M. Guenther left her position 
on the Northwestern University Li- 
brary staff to accept a similar one in 
the East Carolina Teachers College at 
Greenville, North Carolina, in January. 

Mrs. Neal Hammer, president of the 
Trustees’ Section, has been appointed 
on the membership committee of the 
American Library Association. 





Newest member of the Mason City 
library staff is Irma Hartman, who 
worked for three years in the Drake 
University Library while she was at- 
tending school there. She is replacing 
Carol Eastwold. 


Agnes Johnsen, of Duluth, Minne- 
sota, is the new hospital librarian at 
the State University Hospital. Miss 
Johnsen formerly worked in the Ram- 
sey County medical library. She at- 
tended the University of Minnesota 
Library School, being graduated in 
1940. 


Merry Joy Lamb, assistant in the 
medical library of the University of 
Iowa and Will J. Hartman, a graduate 
student, were married February 7, 1941. 
Mrs. Hartman will continue in her 
present work. 


Jessie McBride, librarian at Oakdale, 
has been assigned the report on the 
libraries in state institutions for the 
Board of Action. She has been visit- 
ing some of the institutional libraries 
and hopes to have them all ready to 
report on in the near future. 


Marjorie Post, hospital librarian at 
the University Hospital in Iowa City, 
has gone to Detroit where she is libra- 
rian at the Herman Kiefer Hospital. 


Rutherford Rogers has been appoint- 
ed editor of ‘‘Library Columns,’’ the 
news sheet of the Columbia University 
library staff. It is published quarterly. 


Rose, a member of the Bis- 
mark, North Dakota, library staff, be- 
gan work in the Seattle Public Library 
as assistant cataloger February 1, 1941. 


Patricia Rose, formerly a member of 
the Mason City library staff, and later 
a student at Columbia University in 
New York City, became a member of 
the New York library staff in Decem- 
ber. 

Sibyl Tubbs, for the past four years 
a member of the Omaha Public Library 
staff, was appointed librarian of the 
seventh corps army area in January. 
Miss Tubbs is a graduate of the State 
University of Iowa and took her library 
training at Illinois Library School. 


























Mayme Walters, librarian at Tipton, 
Was injured in an accident which oc- 
eurred in front of her home as she was 
returning from church February 16, 
1941. Miss Walters was cut and 
bruised and her car was badly dam- 
aged. 


News from Iowa Libraries 


Allison—The Library Board and li- 
brarian were hosts to the faculty of the 
Allison school and the deputy superin- 
tendent February 26, 1941. 


Batavia—The appointment of Mrs. 
Harry Morrow as clerk for the library 
has made possible longer hours of open- 
ing. Previously, members of the library 
board took turns in caring for the 
library. 


Bedford—Mrs. W. H. Blakemore is 
chairman of the drive for new mem- 
bers of the Friends of the Library 
group to assist the library in buying 
books for the public. 


Blakesburg — The Fortnightly Club 
sponsored Fun Night as a library ben- 
efit. The $36.67 which was raised will 
be used to purchase new furniture and 
a few books. 


Britt—At the December meeting of 
Friends of Libraries in northern Iowa, 
at Britt, Mrs. W. H. Hathorn of Mason 
City was elected president for the com- 
ing year, Mrs. Burt Thompson, Forest 
City, first vice president; Fred E. 
Blackstone, second vice president; Ella 
Thompson, Algona, third vice president, 
and D. H. Fitzpatrick, Mason City, sec- 
retary. Fifty people attended the 
meeting during which pending legisla- 
tion and rural service were discussed. 

Cedar Rapids — Lincoln’s birthday 
was a special day for the Lincoln 
branch which observed its first birth- 
day with a record of 8,000 circulation. 
The branch is open three hours a week. 

Centerville—Library service is to be 
extended to the St. Joseph hospital. 
The library board of Drake Library 
decided on this extension of service at 
a recent meeting. 


Clear Lake—In a series of ten ar- 
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ticles on the subject, ‘‘Is Clear Lake 
a good town to live in?”’ the first was 
devoted to the library, which shows 
how highly it is regarded in that com- 
munity. <A per capita circulation of 
8.7 books gives an idea of the use which 
the townspeople make of their library. 


Corydon—A fitting observance of the 
70th birthday of one who has been in- 
terested in libraries for many years 
was carried out in Corydon January 
24th when the two daughters of Mrs. 
H. K. Evans, Mrs. James D. Cooney of 
Lake Forest, Illinois and Mrs. Vincent 
Starzinger of Des Moines, presented 
103 children’s books to the publie li- 
brary. Each book contained a book 
plate which read ‘‘The Harriett Belvel 
Evans Book Shelf for Young People, 
established on her 70th birthday, Jan- 
uary 24, 1941.”’ 


Mrs. Evans was one of the founders 
of the public library in 1901, served on 
the library board and also on the Iowa 
Library Commission. 


Davenport—The new library at St. 
Ambrose College cost $124,000. It has 
a capacity of 75,000 volumes. 

Dubuque—An oil painting by An- 
thony Thieme, modern American artist, 
has been purehased for the library 
from interest from the $5,000 fund left 
by Mrs. Mary E. Lull for works of art 
for the library. The painting, ‘‘Main 
Street in Rockport, Massachusetts,”’ 
has been hung at the side of the main 
circulation desk. 


Eagle Grove — Serious damage was 
done to the library and the custodian 
badly burned in an explosion which 
occurred December 4, 1940. The dam- 
age to the interior and the building 
was estimated at $2,000. Fortunately 
it took place when the library was not 
open to the public. The editorial from 
the December 19th Eagle shows that the 
services of the library were missed. 
‘The Eagle Grove Library has now 
been closed for two weeks. It is being 
missed more than any community en- 
terprise would have been, churches and 
schools excepted. All possible efforts 
are being made to put the building in 








—_ nar a ee 


SS ae 











readiness for re-opening. A library is 
one of the essentials in our community 
life, and we realize it keenly when that 
service is ended, even temporarily.’’ 


Ellsworth—Library food baskets are 
again circulating in Ellsworth. A bas- 
ket containing a cash box, registration 
book and some delicacy is sent by a 
member of the Women’s Study Club 
to a friend who eats the food, pays 
what she considers it worth and for- 
wards the basket with her own offer- 
ing to another friend. Names and 
prices are written in the book. Anyone 
desiring a basket can notify the chair- 
man. It is asked that the baskets be 
sent on their way within three or four 
days after receiving them. 


Fayette—A birthday tea was held 
in the library December 10th to observe 
the opening of the library six years 
ago. The library was the recipient of 
gifts from clubs and individuals who 
are interested in its growth. 


Garner — Donations have been re- 
ceived from various clubs in the com- 
munity which will make possible a re- 
newal of the contract with Mason City 
Publie Library. 


Gilmore City—Mrs. E. 0. Wolcott 
has resigned her position as librarian 
because of ill health. Mrs. E. E. Mason 
is acting as librarian. 


Kimballton—The library has moved 
to the school house where temporary 
quarters are afforded until the town 
hall is completed, where a room is 
planned for library use. 


Lucas County — During the weeks 
while icy roads made trips with the 
Bookmobile hazardous, it was parked 
just outside the Chariton Library from 
9 to 5 p. m. Saturdays, giving the rural 
people a chance to exchange their 
books while they were in town. 

McGregor—Library service has been 
extended by contract to six rural school 
districts. There are now 125 rural bor- 
rowers. 

Missouri Valley—A book which had 
been overdue for 39 years was recently 
returned to the library. It was Dickens’ 































Christmas Carol, borrowed by a teacher 
who retired from teaching a year ago. 
The fines, which the librarian figures 
would amount to $360, as fines are com- 
puted, will be waived. 


Moravia — The Moravia Public Li- 
brary opened February 19, 1941, with 
250 books for the public to use. It is 
located in the Community Building. 

Oakland—The library has moved into 
new quarters in the Citizens State 
Bank building. The new rooms have 
been freshly decorated and afford more 
space for library activities. Boy scouts 
and other high school boys helped in 
moving the books and equipment to 
the new quarters. 


Odebolt—The library received $25 
from each of the following clubs: 
Ingleside Club, Ann Justice Chapter 
D. A. R., Women’s Literary Club. The 
money is to be used to purchase new 
books. 


Osage—The will of Galem Browne 
has given his father’s library to the 
Gage Library with the restriction that 
all books not suitable for library pur- 
poses be sold and the funds placed in 
the library treasury to be used at the 
diseretion of the trustees. 


Postville—The library moved Febru- 
ary lst into the brick building, former- 
ly a fire station, which has been re- 
modeled for library use. 


Shenandoah — Mrs. Frank Anshutz 
has given a wall sweep clock to the 
library which will make it possible to 
move the one presented by her husband 
to the children’s room. Mrs. Anshutz 
was a member of the library board 
when the library was organized in 1904. 
Her interest in library affairs has been 
earried through the years. 

Book service is to be extended to the 
Hand Hospital. Mrs. Paul Ferguson 
and Mrs. E. E. Read will be in charge 
of the work. 


Strawberry Point—The will of Har- 
ley Howes, recently filed at the clerk’s 
office, holds out hope that the town 
may some day have a new library 
building as a memorial to Mr. Howes. 
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Upon the death of life tenancy holders, 
named in a codicil to the will, the prop- 
erty goes to the town for the estab- 
lishment of a library. 


Toledo—Final plans are under way 
for the erection of a $23,000 cement 
and steel library building in the spring. 
The building will be located near two 
other city buildings on the main busi- 
ness street. Because part of the money 
comes from the Ebersole estate, the 
new library will be known as the E. C. 
and. Emma 8. Ebersole Memorial Li- 
brary. 


Traer—An extensive program of re- 
pairs and improvements is being under- 
taken by the library board. A repaired 
roof, new curtains, and better lighting 
are among the items on the program. 


Waukee—tThe library was destroyed 
by fire in January. However, the citi- 
zens are determined that they will have 
another library just as soon as possible. 
Books and other donations are being 
made. Adel sent a collection of books 
to help out at this time when help is 
so deeply appreciated. 


Webster City—Kendall Young Li- 
brary has adopted a plan for circula- 
tion which lengthens the period of loan 
to three weeks. No books are renewed 
except by special request. Fines are 
one cent a day if paid when the book 
is returned, otherwise two cents a day. 
Patrons with unpaid fines are asked not 
to borrow any more books until the 
fine is cleared. 


Changes in Library Boards 
Britt—Dr. F. E. Heacox succeeds 
Rev. C. N. MeMillan who resigned 
when he moved to Primghar. 


Donnellson—Library board members 
for the coming year are: Mrs. Gladys 
MeMurren, president; Mrs. Annabel 
Pletscher, vice president; Mrs. Hilda 
Krehbiel, secretary; Mrs. Emma Kre- 
bill, treasurer ; Mrs. Laura Armknecht, 
reporter. 

Emmetsburg — Mrs. William Dick- 
Peddie, Jr., has been appointed to mem- 
bership on the library board. 
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McGregor—Mrs. Fred Huebsch has 
been appointed to fill the place left 
vacant by the resignation of Jack Sly- 
field. 


Madrid—The members of the library 
board are: Esther Sundberg, Glenn M. 
Grout, for six years, Mrs. Fred Burch 
and Glenn Lehman for four years. 


Mason City—Mrs. Carl Parker re- 
signed from the Library Board at a 
recent meeting. Her resignation was 
accepted with regret by the other mem- 
bers of the board. 


Odebolt—Ralph Griffin has been ap- 
pointed on the library board. 

Parkersburg—Mrs. L. F. Watson 
has been appointed to fill the place left 
vacant by the death of Mrs. D. C. 
Shuler. 


Stuart—H. E. Newton is a new board 
member, taking the place left vacant 
by the death of C. P. Knox. 


Titonka—Mrs. Carrie Torgersen and 
Mrs. Mary O6esteriecher succeed Fred 
Hagen and Howard French on the 
board. 


Necrology 
The Odebolt library board regrets the 
passing of Mrs. Esther Gilbert Decem- 
ber 28, 1940. Mrs. Gilbert was a mem- 
ber of the board for many years. 


Mrs. H. 8. Howard, who had been a 
valued member of the Oskaloosa library 
board for a long time, died at her home 
February 13, 1941, after a year’s ill- 
ness. 


Edith Lane, a member of the Car- 
negie Stout Library staff, Dubuque, for 
40 years, died at the Finley Hospital 
November 28, 1940. She had been seri- 
ously ill for several weeks prior to her 
death. 


Mrs. D. C. Shuler, a member of the 
Parkersburg library board for many 
years, died at the home of her sister 
in Grundy Center, May, 1940. 

Luella Varner, for a number of years 
a member of the Toledo library board 
during which time she served as secre- 
tary, died January 27, 1941, as a result 
of a stroke. 





